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News In Brief

School head bows
out after 11 years
HECKMONDWIKE: Headteacher Mike
Cook bowed out last week after 11 years
at the grammar school.
As The Press exclusively revealed in
January, Mr Cook was set to retire at the
end of the current school year.
He joined as deputy headteacher in 2005
and took the top job five years later.
In that time, the school has consistently
been the top secondary in Kirklees for
GCSE and A-Level exam results.
Chairman of governors Malcolm Pinder
said: “I am sure all staff, parents and students, past and present, would regard Mr
Cook as an outstanding head and leader.
“The results in public examinations are
second to none. This owes much to the
leadership of Mr Cook.”
Meanwhile, the school has introduced an
award in memory of former pupil Jo Cox –
and its first winner is Zainab Rekhad, who
collected a specially-commissioned trophy,
certificate and a voucher after money was
donated for the creation of an award.
It will be given annually to a year seven to
10 student who has shown selflessness in
giving to the community.
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Fighting cancer... Virginia Kebble, centre, with Gerry Walker, left, and Joanne Roberts at the Eclipse Dental Surgery in Batley

Virginia gets her hair off after
pal’s close shave with cancer
By David Miller
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IT STARTED as a cough for Batley dental
nurse Gerry Walker – but proved to be a rare
type of cancer.
Gerry, 53, of Lansdowne Close, thought last
December she had a simple cold bug.
But when her “throat infection” had not
gone by February, her boss at the Eclipse
Dental Surgery, on Branch Road, insisted she
see a doctor.

“Never be embarrassed to
see a doctor or think you
might be wasting their time;
your life could depend on it.”
Weeks later Gerry was diagnosed at
Dewsbury District Hospital with nonHodgkin’s lymphoma, a type of blood cancer
which affects the body’s immune system – and
one symptom is a cough that will not go away.
By coincidence, practice manager Joanne
Roberts was diagnosed with the more aggressive Hodgkin’s lymphoma in the same way 16
years ago.
That is why she insisted Gerry see a doctor
and said: “I knew from my own experience it
could be anything.”
Gerry said of her cancer diagnosis: “It came
as a real shock because I’d convinced myself
all I had was a virus.”

The care Gerry received was such that she
and the dental surgery wanted to give something back.
So fellow dental nurse Virginia Kebble
agreed to have her hair shaved off on Tuesday
for the national Brave the Shave campaign in
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support – and Gerry
had control of the clippers.
Having set a target of £500, the team had
raised more than £1,600 by Tuesday night.
“When you think what cancer patients go
through, losing my hair is nothing. They’re all
so brave,” Virginia said.
Gerry’s condition did not require immediate
treatment, but she needs check-ups every
three months.
In Joanne’s case, she became ill at the age of
32 and needed chemotherapy and radiotherapy.
She got the all-clear in 2005 and added: “I
told Gerry to get hers checked out because
you never know.
“You should never be embarrassed to see a
doctor or think that you might be wasting
their time – your life could depend on it.”

Drivers cut free
from wreckage
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A MOTORIST suffered neck
and nose injuries after two
cars were in collision in Batley
on Wednesday.
The incident happened at
around 11.10am at the
entrance of Carlinghow Mills
on Bradford Road.
It involved a W-reg yellow
VW Lupo, which was badly
damaged, and a silver Toyota
Corolla.
The VW driver and the driver of the other vehicle, a

woman who was unhurt, had
to be cut free by firefighters
from Dewsbury.
Police closed a lane of
Bradford Road at the Stocks
Lane/Batley Field Hill junction.
Traffic coming from

Dewsbury was directed up
Stocks Lane, instead of being
allowed to continue on
Bradford Road towards
Birstall.
The road re-opened at
around 1.30pm.

Car gang man loses jail appeal
A MAN involved with a car
theft gang has had an appeal
against his prison term
thrown out.
Fahim Iqbal, 25, of Quarry
Road, Westtown, Dewsbury,
was jailed for five years and 11
months in December last year
after Leeds Crown Court
heard he was one of 10 men
involved in the operation.
Five defendants were from
Dewsbury, one from Dewsbury
Moor, one from Batley and
three from Bradford.
From
June,
2013,
to
November,
2014,
vehicles
worth more than £250,000 were

stolen. Police recovered some
of them from ‘chop shops’ in
Bradford during an 18-month
investigation.
Iqbal admitted burglary,
going equipped for theft and
two counts of handling stolen
goods.
In one incident in Birstall, a
Vauxhall Astra was stolen
from the home of an elderly
widow, along with her handbag, mobile phone, cash and
credit cards.
Iqbal was not present but
was aware of the intent to
commit the crime and agreed
to accept any vehicle stolen.

He also handled a £19,000
BMW and a PlayStation stolen
in other burglaries and was
caught going equipped for
theft on another occasion.
Iqbal’s lawyers argued at the
Court of Appeal in London
that his sentence was too
harsh.
But Mr Justice Openshaw,
who was sitting with Lord
Justice Hamblen and Judge
John Bevan QC, said: “We do
not agree.”
The judges ruled that Iqbal’s
sentence “while stern, could
not be said to be manifestly
excessive”.

